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WFP News Video: 
WFP Warns of Global Hunger Crises if Vital Ukraine Ports Stay Closed
Shot: 25-28April22, various as indicated 
Ukraine, Yemen, Ethiopia
TRT: 3:44

SHOTLIST:
:00-:35
Cleaning debris from missile strike on apartment building
On 23April a missile hit this apartment building near Odesa airport wounding at least 18 people and killing 8 people including a grandmother, her daughter and baby granddaughter. 
Shot: 26/27April22
Odesa, Ukraine

:35-1:02
A tractor plows fields near Lviv
Farmers are preparing fields to plant corn and wheat for the June harvest but with silos full from the previous harvest and ports closed there is nowhere for it to go.
Shot: 28April22
Stare Selo, Ukraine

1:02-1:12
Full Grain Silos
Shot: 27April22
Near Chornomorsk Port, Odesa Ukraine

1:12-1:33
SOT David Beasley, WFP Executive Director (English)
“This grain feeds around 400million people around the world and these ports are shut down because of this war. We need to get the ports open, operational otherwise we are going to have catastrophe onto top of catastrophe. Millions of people around the world starving to death and we need these ports open and we need it now.”
Shot: 27April22
Near Chornomorsk Port, Odesa Ukraine

1:303-1:51
Wheat being offloaded from ships at the port of Hodeidah. The port is Yemen’s lifeline and the only entry point of food and fuel into the country. Yemen imports 90% of its food needs.  More than 1/2 of it’s wheat comes from Ukraine or Russia.
Shot: 26 July 2018
Hodeidah Port,
Yemen

1:51-2:05
Wheat and other food from Ukraine being distributed by WFP to people affected by the conflict in Ethiopia.
Shot:30March22
Amhara, Ethiopia

2:05-2:54
Bakery commissioned by WFP to produce bread for 10,000 people/day who have been displaced by the fighting.
Shot: 26April22
Odesa, Ukraine

2:54-3:17
WFP bread being distributed to people displaced by the fighting.
Shot: 27April22
Odesa, Ukraine

3:17-3:31
SOT Alexi (English)
Alexi is a sailor on cargo ships. Because the ports are closed he has no income and has escaped with his family from a besieged port city. 
“Food is also nearly finished and the price of food is very high and if you don’t have money..if you don’t have cash then you cannot buy it.”
Shot: 27April22
Odesa, Ukraine

3:31-3:44
WFP food rations containing pasta, canned meat, cooking oil, salt and rice being distributed to families displaced by fighting.
Shot: 27April22
Odesa, Ukraine

ENDS

Russia and Ukraine combined account for 30 percent of the global wheat exports and 20 percent of global maize exports. Any disruption in production or supply could drive prices up, affecting millions of vulnerable families, especially in hunger hotspots.

Ukraine is a food-surplus country, exporting the majority of grains it produces, as well as other key food commodities. Key exports include maize, wheat and sunflower oil. 

Only one month after the war in Ukraine broke out, export prices for wheat and maize had risen by 22 percent and 20 percent respectively, on top of steep rises in 2021 and early 2022. 

These hikes are affecting local food prices and, through these, access to food, especially for millions of people who are already under stress given very high levels of food inflation in their countries.


WFP is calling for the re-opening of Black Sea Ports: to protect Ukrainian agricultural production and enable exports that are critical to Ukraine’s economy and global food security, and to allow for the safe passage of assistance into Odesa

Sea access via Odesa and other ports is currently blocked. As a Black Sea port, the Port of Odesa is a critical route through which food is exported globally, including to numerous countries particularly vulnerable to food insecurity. 

Prior to the onset of conflict, 98 percent of grain exports from Ukraine were transported via the Black Sea.  

The pre-crisis primacy of Ukraine’s Black Sea ports is such that alternative export routes do not yet have sufficient infrastructure to be an immediately viable alternative. (Other export routes such as via the Danube river, rail and road are therefore congested or otherwise restricted). 

In the first eight months of the current crop marketing year (1 July 2021 – 28 February 2022), close to 51 million metric tons of grain were exported via Ukraine’s seven Black Sea ports. 

The Port of Odesa ranked fourth as compared to Ukraine’s other Black Sea ports in this regard, with over 5.5 million metric tons of grain exported via the port during this period.  

#	     	   #	    	#


The United Nations World Food Programme is the world’s largest humanitarian organization, saving lives in emergencies and using food assistance to build a pathway to peace, stability and prosperity for people recovering from conflict, disasters and the impact of climate change.

Follow us on Twitter @wfp_media, @WFP_JP

For more information please contact (email address: firstname.lastname@wfp.org):
Reem Nada, Lviv, Mob. + WFP/Dnipro, +380666901231 (Ukraine) +201066634522 (whatsapp)
Tomson Phiri, WFP/ Geneva, Mob. +41 79 842 8057
Abeer Etefa, WFP/Cairo, Mob. +20 106 6634352
George Fominyen, WFP/HQ  +39 349 9336721
Martin Rentsch, WFP/Berlin, Mob +49 160 99 26 17 30
Steve Taravella, WFP/ Washington, Mob.  +1 202 770 5993
Shaza Moghraby, WFP/New York, Mob. + 1 929 289 9867
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