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Locations: Somalia, Kenya
TRT: 2:44
 
SHOTLIST:
:00-:05  
Aerial shot of dry river bed in drought stricken landscape.
Shot: 06Aug22
North Galmudug
Somalia
 
:05-:25
GVs of drought affected rural areas surrounding Galkayo -  dry earth, livestock carcasses, goats searching for food.
Shot: 06Aug22
Galmudug
Somalia
 
:25-:50
GVs of severely malnourished children in Stablization Centre in Dolow town.
Shot: 25May22
Dolow
Somalia

:50-1:25  
SOT, Baimankay Sankoh, WFP Deputy Country Director Somalia (English)
“Famine in Somalia is closer than ever. It’s an imminent reality if we do not act immediately. As WFP we know from experience that we cannot wait for a formal declaration of famine to act. So for months we have been working to scale up our lifesaving support in Somalia. We are reaching more people than we ever have before. 3.7 million people with relief and more than double the number we reached in April -  over 300,000 with nutrition support.”
Shot: 05Sep22
Nairobi
Kenya

1:25-1:36
Children being tested for malnutrition and receiving special fortified peanut paste for treatment from WFP.
Shot: 16Aug22
Hudur
Somalia

1:36-1:59
Canab Mohamed, her husband and 9 children were displaced from Bacadweyne (some 200KM away) due to fighting and drought and is now living near Galkayo. WFP provides  her with food, and cash which allows them to buy fresh foods like vegetables, fruits, and meat.
Shot: 6Aug22
Galkayo, 
Somalia
 
1:59-2:21
Mido at WFP nutrition point in Kabasa Camp for Internally Displaced People  where her youngest child is tested for malnutrition.
Shot: 13June22
Dolow, 
Somalia

2:21-2:44
GVs of Mido and her family in their tent at Kabasa Camp and her baby eating special fortified food provided by WFP. 
Shot: 13June22
Dolow, 
Somalia
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WFP Operational Update

5 September 2022
WFP ASSISTANCE IN SOMALIA REACHES UNPRECEDENTED LEVELS IN RACE AGAINST TIME TO AVERT PROJECTED FAMINE
MOGADISHU – In Somalia, the United Nation World Food Programme is delivering life-saving assistance to more people than ever before, reaching 3.7 million people with relief and over 300,000 with nutrition support - but famine is now an imminent reality unless immediate and drastic action is taken.
With the country gripped by a devastating drought and forecasts of an unprecedented fifth consecutive failed rainy season, famine is now projected in several districts of the Bay region of Somalia from October to December, unless resources can be secured to sustain and expand the scale-up of humanitarian assistance.
“We know from experience that we cannot wait for a formal declaration of famine to act. Even before we first warned of the risk of famine, we were working to scale up our life-saving support in Somalia as far as resources have allowed. Since April, we have more than doubled the number of people we are supporting with humanitarian assistance, reaching record numbers in Somalia,” said Margot van der Velden, WFP Director of Emergencies, speaking from Mogadishu. ”But the drought crisis is still deteriorating and famine is closer than ever. The world must respond now, while we still have a chance to prevent catastrophe.”
Additional information for journalists:
· [bookmark: _Hlk113096162]Famine is now projected between October and December in the Baidoa and Burkhaba districts and displaced populations in Baidoa town of Somalia’s Bay region, unless humanitarian aid is scaled up. The last famine in Somalia, in 2011-12, killed over a quarter of a million people – and while the scale of humanitarian assistance is much larger now than it was then, the scale of need is also much greater. 
· According to the last official national update, close to half the population of Somalia were facing acute food insecurity in June. The situation has worsened since then, and updated figures are expected in coming days.
· The hunger crisis in Somalia is primarily the result of a drought of historic severity. Four consecutive rainy seasons have failed and forecasts for the fifth are poor. This is compounding the impact of other recurrent climate shocks, coupled with conflict and instability that exacerbates hunger and restricts humanitarian access.
· Food prices in Somalia were already rising sharply due to drought-induced livestock deaths and poor harvests. They soared even higher following the crisis in Ukraine. In June, the average cost for a household to meet its basic food needs was at its highest in five years. 
· Without waiting for a declaration of famine, WFP has scaled up humanitarian assistance to unprecedented levels in Somalia, despite the very limited resources available – especially in the early stages of the drought crisis. 
· In July 2022, WFP reached 3.7 million people in Somalia with life-saving relief assistance – more than double the number in April, when WFP and the UN first warned of the risk of famine, and the most ever reached by WFP in Somalia in a single month. We also reached over 300,000 people with treatment for malnutrition.  
· We are working to increase this still further in coming months, to reach 4.5 million people with relief and 470,000 with nutrition treatment.
· WFP is the largest humanitarian agency in Somalia, with 12 offices across the country providing coverage in every state. We are in ongoing collaboration with United Nations agencies, all levels of government, partners and donors to push assistance still further into the most challenging areas.
· WFP’s massive scale-up has largely been made possible thanks to timely support from the United States. But the broader international community must act now to enable us to sustain and expand this scale-up, including in hard-to-reach areas – such as the Bay region, where famine is now projected. 

Photos available here

#	     	   #	    	#


The United Nations World Food Programme is the world’s largest humanitarian organization, saving lives in emergencies and using food assistance to build a pathway to peace, stability and prosperity for people recovering from conflict, disasters and the impact of climate change.


Follow us on Twitter @wfp_media 

For more information please contact (email address: firstname.lastname@wfp.org):
[bookmark: _Hlk514335632]Petroc Wilton, WFP/Somalia, WhatsApp +61 406 508 188
Brenda Kariuki, WFP/Nairobi, Mob. +254 707 722 104
Isheeta Sumra, WFP/ Rome, Mob. +39 3471814398
Tomson Phiri, WFP/ Geneva, Mob. +41 79 842 8057
Nina Valente, WFP/ London, Mob. +44 (0)796 8008 474
Martin Rentsch, WFP/Berlin, Mob +49 160 99 26 17 30
Shaza Moghraby, WFP/New York, Mob. + 1 929 289 9867
Steve Taravella, WFP/ Washington, Mob.  +1 202 770 5993
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