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WFP News Video: Rafah Incursion Threatens to Bring Humanitarian Operations to a Standstill
Shot: 15-16 May24
Rafah, Deir el Balah, Khan Younis
TRT: 3:15

:00-:18
GV’s Rafah
Less than 2 weeks ago,  there were over 1 million displaced people sheltering in Rafah. As of 17 May, 640,000 of them have fled.
Rafah
Shot: 16May24

:18-:25
GV’s Tent City Deir el Balah
The already crowded town in central Gaza has received a large part of people fleeing Rafah 
Deir el Balah
Shot:15May24

:25-1:02
GV’s People Fleeing Rafah arriving in Khan Younis
Khan Younis has been heavily damaged but is now receiving the largest portion of the people fleeing Rafah.
Khan Younis
Shot: 15May24

1:02-1:29
Ibrahim Kamal Ibrahim Amtair brings a WFP food box home to his family
Since Oct 7, 33 year old Ibrahim and his family have been displaced 5 times before running out of options except to return to their destroyed home. His wife gave birth to their second child while they were homeless.
1:08: “That’s my house..”
1:20: “Hey! biscuits! Biscuits and sweets!”
Khan Younis
Shot: 15May24


1:29-1:48
Ibrahim Kamal Ibrahim Amtair Shows His Damaged Home
1:29: “This is the kitchen, its destroyed. Its unfit for use but we are making it work”

1:34: “God willing, I can repair this hole so the children don’t fall out”
Khan Younis
Shot: 15May24

1:47-1:59
SOT Ibrahim Kamal Ibrahim Amtair (Arabic):
“They did not say that this area was safe, but we returned because we had no place to go, and we were not comfortable in the places we were in. No one feels comfortable except in his home, even if it is destroyed.”
Khan Younis
Shot: 15May24

1:59-2:11
Ibrahim Kamal Ibrahim Amtair and his daughter open their WFP food parcel
WFP food parcels in Gaza typically contain canned chickpeas, canned beans, canned meat, canned fava beans, halva 
Khan Younis
Shot: 15May24

2:11-2:50
SOT Matthew Hollingworth, WFP Palestine Country Director (English)
“We've not been able to access our warehouse in Rafah for more than a week. We have very little food and fuel coming through the border crossings in the south and we are always trying hard but failing currently to bring in consistent volumes of food.//We know we need additional entry points and every new entry point is a new artery pumping lifeblood into Gaza. So, we will work hard to continue to find new entry points and get more assistance in at volume consistently to help stop a famine in its tracks.”
Rafah
Shot: 16May24

2:50-3:15
WFP Hot Meals Distribution to Newly Displaced People 
Khan Younis
Shot:17May24

ENDS


WFP Operations
The escalation of military activity in Rafah, southern Gaza, has displaced hundreds of thousands of people, making life even harder for thousands of families who have already been displaced several times. WFP is deeply concerned that a further escalation could precipitate a humanitarian catastrophe, and bring aid operations to a complete standstill. 
· The incursion into Rafah is a significant setback to recent modest progress on access. The threat of famine in Gaza never loomed larger.
· All parties involved must prioritize safe and sustained access for humanitarian staff, and the safeguarding of civilian lives.
· Each displacement that a family experiences weakens it further.
· Mass displacement means systems for clearance, distribution of aid need to be rebuilt elsewhere – from scratch.
· We have seen the impact of prolonged closures in northern Gaza, and despite recent improvements in access to help mitigate a famine there, we are now also deeply concerned about the fate of hundreds of thousands in the south, if a full-scale operation and closures continue.
 
Current food and fuel stocks will run out in a matter of days. We have not been able to access and receive aid from Kerem Shalom and Rafah crossing since 6 May. The situation is becoming unsustainable.
· Rafah and Kerem Shalom are biggest and most equipped entry points for people and aid. 
· Kerem Shalom crossing is militarized zone, roads are unsafe, security incidents
· The militarized area in Rafah poses obstacles to accessing our main warehouse.
· Without consistent fuel supply, everything stops: trucks, hospitals, generators for hospitals, sewage pumping systems, desalination systems. 
 
WFP continues to distribute food aid despite significant challenges. But to roll back six months of near starvation conditions and avert a famine requires steady flows of food supplies, every day, every week, through multiple entry points.
· WFP is still on the ground working with partners to deliver:
· for the north, which had highest levels of food insecurity; 
· for central areas, where the displaced have no money, no basic resources; we are prioritizing hot meals to reach more people with less resources.
· in the south (Rafah), where people face ongoing military activity, we distributed until we had no more stocks.  
· Recently introduced self-registration tool enables faster assistance by allowing people to update their location.
· The new coordinated route to north, plus use of Erez and Ashdod, allowed WFP to double aid to northernGaza in April. Visible effect in Gaza City markets, where prices still very high however.
· Four bakeries are open and operating in Gaza City, providing essential bread.   
 
#                 #                   #
 
 
The United Nations World Food Programme is the world’s largest humanitarian organization saving lives in emergencies and using food assistance to build a pathway to peace, stability and prosperity for people recovering from conflict, disasters and the impact of climate change.
 
 
Follow us on Twitter @wfp_media @WFP_MENA @WFP_Chief
 
For more information please contact (email address: firstname.lastname@wfp.org):
Alia Zaki, WFP/ Jerusalem, Mob. 
Abeer Etefa, WFP/ Cairo, Mob. +20 1066634352
Frances Kennedy, WFP/ Rome Mob. +39 3467600806
Nina Valente, WFP/ London, Mob. +44 (0)796 8008 474
Martin Rentsch, WFP/ Berlin, Mob +49 160 99 26 17 30
Shaza Moghraby, WFP/ New York, Mob. + 1 929 289 9867
Steve Taravella, WFP/ Washington, Mob.  +1 202 770 5993
Via Cesare Giulio Viola 68/70, 00148 Rome, Italy | T +39 06 65131  F +39 06 6590 632/7
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